
TREMBLAY, Matthew Dean (aliases Mathew Tremblay and Matthew Peters) Page 1 of 3 

TREMBLAY, Matthew Dean 

Alias(es), if any: 

• TREMBLAY, Mathew Dean
• PETERS, Matthew

Age at time of offence: 21 

Name(s) of co-accused: None 

Name(s) of victim(s): King 

Species and breed of victim(s): Dog; Newfoundland 

Province(s) of offence(s): British Columbia 

Town/City of offence(s): Nanaimo 

Date(s) of offence(s) (please include the year, at minimum): January 28, 2012 

Nature of offence: 

• beaten

• punched

• hit with a hammer

Charges: 
Killing or injuring an animal; Criminal Code of Canada, Section 445(1)(a) (Crown elected to proceed 
by summary conviction, with the lesser penalty thus available) 

Date(s) of sentence(s): November 5, 2012 

Sentence details: 

• 25 YEAR BAN ON OWNING, HAVING CUSTODY OR CONTROL OF, OR RESIDING IN THE
SAME RESIDENCE WITH ANY ANIMAL OR BIRD (Canada-wide)

• 144 days in jail

• 30 months of probation

• ordered to have no contact with his former girlfriend, King’s guardian

• ordered to pay $5,233 in restitution for the veterinary costs to rehabilitate King

Other charges convicted of (this information is important for tracking patterns of behaviour as well 
as “the link” between animal cruelty and other crimes, including crimes of violence): 

• driving while prohibited/licence suspended (2017, 2018)

• possession of stolen property (2017)

• breach of probation order (2017, Nanaimo, BC; 2013 and 2016, Fort St. John, BC)

• disobeying court order (2013)

• being unlawfully at large (2013)

Page 1 of 9



TREMBLAY, Matthew Dean (aliases Mathew Tremblay and Matthew Peters) Page 2 of 3 

 

• breach of probation (2013) 

• wilfully resisting or obstructing a peace officer (2013) 

• Mischief, $5000 or under (2012) 

• assault (2010) 

• Driving without driver’s license (2008) 
 
Name of Judge: Judge Ted Gouge 
 
Additional notes:  

• Tremblay was charged with aggravated assault and attempted murder in 2018 (he has NOT 
yet been convicted of those offences) 

• Tremblay was also charged with assault and disobeying a court order in 2018 (he has NOT yet 
been convicted of those charges) 

• Tremblay beat his girlfriend’s dog so should be considered a potential danger with regard to 
“the link” between animal abuse and other criminality, including violence toward humans 

o Quote from Judge Gouge (in article from the BC SPCA): 
In his sentencing, the judge said the nature of the crime indicates that Matthew 
Tremblay is a danger to public safety. “Anyone who could inflict such suffering on an 
animal … without the slightest sign of compassion must be regarded as a danger to the 
community…. I do not believe a human being with a healthy psyche could commit such 
an offence,” said the Hon. Judge Gouge. 

• Before his sentencing for the abuse of King, Tremblay was in custody for breaching his bail 
conditions by living with a dog 

o Quote from the article in the Nanaimo bulletin: 
“He [Tremblay] had already been in custody at the time of sentencing for breaching a 
bail condition that prohibited him from having custody of an animal. Tremblay was 
arrested in October after it was discovered he was residing with another dog. That dog 
was found unharmed.” 
 

Links to news articles:  
Nanaimo man sentenced after brutally beating dog with hammer 
Nanaimo man sentenced to jail after beating dog with hammer 
 
Link to written court decision (this information may often be found by searching the database at 
https://www.canlii.org/en/):  

• R. v. Tremblay, 2012 BCPC 410 
 
 

See photos and PDFs of news articles on following pages 
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King, healed 
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(/)



    

BC SPCA (https://spca.bc.ca) > News Stories (https://spca.bc.ca/news/) > Nanaimo man sentenced after brutally beating dog with
hammer

Nanaimo man sentenced after brutallyNanaimo man sentenced after brutally
beating dog with hammerbeating dog with hammer
November 7, 2012

A Nanaimo man was sentenced to six months in jail and was given a 30-month probation period and a
25-year ban on having custody, or residing with, animals after brutally attacking his girlfriend’s dog with a
hammer.

Matthew Dean Tremblay was sentenced Nov. 5 after pleading
guilty to severely assaulting a Newfoundland dog named King
in January of 2012. Tremblay gained access to King in a
fenced yard while his girlfriend was out and repeatedly kicked,
punched and struck the dog with a hammer.

King sustained punctures wounds to his cranium, severe
bruising on his head and body, broken and cracked teeth, deep cuts, swelling and ulceration of his eye.
He was also vomiting and urinating blood. The BC SPCA launched an investigation and recommended
Criminal Code charges after a witness called authorities about the attack.

King was taken into BC SPCA care, where he received
extensive veterinary treatment and made a full recovery. He is
now living with his owner, Tremblay’s former girlfriend, at an
undisclosed location in another province. Tremblay has been
ordered to have no contact with the woman.

In his sentencing, the judge said the nature of the crime
indicates that Matthew Tremblay is a danger to society. “Anyone who could inflict such suffering on an
animal … without the slightest sign of compassion must be regarded as a danger to the community…. I
do not believe a human being with a healthy psyche could commit such an offence,” said the Hon.
Judge Gouge.
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In addition to the jail sentence, 30-month probation and 25-year ban on having custody of, or residing
with, animals, Tremblay was ordered to pay $5,233 in restitution for veterinary costs.

Lorie Chortyk, general manager of community relations for the
BC SPCA, says the SPCA is pleased to see the court taking
animal cruelty cases seriously. “This was an unspeakably brutal
attack and it is a miracle that King survived and made a full
recovery,” says Chortyk. “We have to send a strong message
that this kind of violence against animals will not be tolerated.”

Tremblay was already in custody at the time of the sentencing
for breaching a bail condition that prohibited him from having

custody of an animal. Tremblay was arrested in October after the SPCA discovered that he was residing
with a dog.

Photo caption (top): King, a Newfoundland dog who sustained serious injuries after being brutally beaten
with a hammer by his guardian’s boyfriend.

Photo caption (middle): King suffered severe bruising to his head as well as broken and cracked teeth.

Photo caption (bottom): King, after receiving extensive veterinary while in the care of the BC SPCA.

The British Columbia Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals is a not-for-profit organization
reliant on public donations. Our mission is to protect and enhance the quality of life for domestic, farm
and wild animals in B.C.

Donate to BC SPCADonate to BC SPCA

Your GiftYour Gift

$25 $50

$100 $250

Other Amount

$

First Name
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Nanaimo man
sentenced to jail after
beating dog with
hammer
Newfoundland dog sustained severe
wounds but made a full recovery
TOBY GORMAN / Nov. 7, 2012 6:00 p.m. / NEWS

A Nanaimo man has been sentenced to six
months in jail after being found guilty of nearly
beating his girlfriend’s Newfoundland dog to
death with a hammer.

Matthew Dean Tremblay was sentenced to six
months in jail, given a 30-month probation
period as well as a 25-year ban on having
custody or residing with animals on Nov. 5.

According to the B.C. SPCA, Tremblay gained
access to the dog, named King, last January in
a fenced yard and repeatedly kicked, punched
and struck the dog with a hammer. King
sustained puncture wounds to his cranium,
severe bruising on his head and body, broken
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and cracked teeth, deep cuts, swelling and an
ulceration in his eye. He was also vomiting and
urinating blood.

According to Lorie Chortyk, general manager of
community relations for the B.C. SPCA, King
has made a full recovery thanks to extensive
veterinary treatment and is now living with his
owner, Tremblay’s former girlfriend, at an
undisclosed location in another province.

Tremblay was also ordered to pay $5,233 in
restitution for the vet costs. He had already
been in custody at the time of sentencing for
breaching a bail condition that prohibited him
from having custody of an animal. Tremblay
was arrested in October after it was discovered
he was residing with another dog. That dog was
found unharmed.

Honourable Judge Ted Gouge said his
sentence indicated Tremblay is a danger to
society.

“Anyone who would inflict such suffering on an
animal without the slightest sign of compassion
must be regarded as a danger to the
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community. I do not believe a human being with
such a healthy psyche could commit such an
offence,” said Gouge.

Chortyk said the sentence represents a
movement toward stronger punishments for
people who abuse animals.

“We’re seeing more cases resulting in jail time
and we’re really pleased to see that,” she said.
“The crimes that are inflicted on animals are
horrific and it’s good to see society taking it
seriously and our courts taking it seriously.”

The B.C. SPCA launched an investigation and
recommend to the Crown that charges be laid
after a witness called the authorities about the
attack.

“We have stronger laws now and as cases go
through the courts and case law gets built up, it
gives the courts much more case law to work
with and apply stronger sentences. It’s all
moving in a good direction, and the thing that is
so wonderful about this case is that King made
a full recovery. That doesn’t always happen,”
said Chortyk.
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The B.C. SPCA investigates more than 7,000
cases of animal abuse annually.
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