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SPRINGER, Kyle Jeffery 
 
Alias(es), if any: LONDON, Kyle 
 
Age at time of offence: 24 
 
Name(s) of co-accused: None 
 
Name(s) of victim(s): Diesel (deceased) 
 
Species and breed of victim(s): Dog; German Shepherd mix 
 
Province(s) of offence(s): New Brunswick 
 
Town/City of offence(s): Somerville 
 
Date(s) of offence(s): January 15, 2015 
 
Nature of offence:  

• abandoned 
• starved 
• neglected (lack of adequate food, water, shelter, exercise, care) 

 
Charges: Wilfully causes or, being the owner, wilfully permits to be caused unnecessary pain, 
suffering or injury to an animal or a bird; Criminal Code of Canada, Section 445.1(1)(a) (summary 
conviction) 
 
Date(s) of sentence(s): April 18, 2019 
 
Sentence details: 

• 3-YEAR BAN ON OWNING ANIMALS (Canada-wide) 
• 1 year in jail 
• 1 year of probation 

 
Other charges convicted of: None 
 
Name of Judge: Judge Julian Dickson 
 
Additional notes: 

• Diesel is estimated to have died two or three days before the landlord entered the building, 
after having been abandoned 2 months earlier 

• Kyle Springer was living in Whitecourt, Alberta prior to his arrest when he returned to New 
Brunswick on holidays in the winter of 2018 

 
Links to news articles:  

• Woodstock man who left dog to starve to death sentenced to 1 year in jail 
• N.B. man sentenced to 1 year behind bars for abandoning, starving dog to death 
• Dog starved to death after owner left it home alone for 2 months 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/animal-cruelty-kyle-springer-sentenced-woodstock-diesel-1.5103364
https://globalnews.ca/news/5182446/springer-sentenced-to-1-year/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/kyle-springer-animal-abuse-dog-death-locked-home-1.4970582
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Link to written court decision (this information may often be found by searching the database at 
https://www.canlii.org/en/): Not available 
 
 
See photos and PDFs of news articles on following pages 
 

https://www.canlii.org/en/


SPRINGER, Kyle Jeffery  Page 3 of 4 

SPRINGER, Kyle Jeffery 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPRINGER, Kyle Jeffery  Page 4 of 4 

SPRINGER, Kyle Jeffery 
 
 

DIESEL 



New Brunswick · Updated

Woodstock man who le� dog to starve to death sentenced to 1 year
in jail

Kyle Springer, 27, left his dog Diesel, in the locked rented house he abandoned in 2015

Bobbi-Jean MacKinnon · CBC News · Posted: Apr 18, 2019 3:27 PM AT | Last Updated: 15 minutes ago

Kyle Springer, 27, pictured here in January, was sentenced Thursday to a year in jail for abandoning his dog
in a locked home without food for two months. (CBC)

 comments

A 27-year-old man who left his dog to starve to death in a rented home he abandoned in the

Woodstock area four years ago was sentenced Thursday to a year in jail — double the

sentence recommended by the Crown.

CBC

   

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick
https://www.cbc.ca/


Kyle Springer, who previously pleaded guilty to the criminal charge of cruelty to animals, was

also sentenced to one year of supervised probation and banned from owning or living with any

animals for three years following his release.

More than 50 protesters packed the Carleton County courtroom to demand justice for

Diesel, the two-year-old shepherd mix Springer left locked in the house for two months before

his body was discovered.

Judge Julian Dickson described the case as "troubling and disturbing," noting the apparent lack

of any motive.

"The reason for the crime was never explained, presumably because it is inexplicable."

Owner faces jail time for abandoning dog to starve in locked home

Animal protection in New Brunswick needs more teeth, minister says

Dog starved to death after owner left it home alone for 2 months

Diesel faced "horrendous suffering," said Dickson, as Springer looked on from the prisoner's

box, showing no emotion.

The dog's death was "slow and drawn out" and "must have been extremely painful," the judge

said.

In a victim impact statement read aloud Dickson, SPCA officer James Perish called the dog's

death "gruesome" and said it has had a "lasting impact" on him.

Dickson said the five- or six-month sentence previously recommended by the Crown

was "grossly inadequate" for Springer who had moved to Western Canada but was arrested

after an anonymous tip when he returned to Carleton County in 2018 for the holidays.

"Mr. Springer does claim to be remorseful, although I have my doubts how genuine that was,"

the judge said.

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/kyle-springer-sentencing-jail-time-abandoning-dog-to-starve-1.5091495
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/animal-protection-improvements-jeff-carr-1.4971255
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/kyle-springer-animal-abuse-dog-death-locked-home-1.4970582


As part of his probation order, Springer must attend any assessment or program deemed

appropriate by his probation officer, including any mental health clinic or treatment.

Animal advocates like Susan Henley, who hollered and waved signs outside the courthouse

once again on Thursday as Springer was escorted in by sheriff's deputies, welcomed the

sentence.

"Finally, someone is listening," she said. "We've done everything to go through government

channels and meetings and paperwork and finally someone is listening and this is what it

takes."

Scratch marks everywhere

Diesel had only two bits of plastic in his stomach when he was found dead, a necropsy found. (Submitted by
Advocates for Animals)



RCMP were called to Springer's mini-home on Jan. 15, 2015, after the landlord went to collect

overdue rent and found Diesel dead in the fetal position near a window.

The dog's ribs were protruding and his eyes were sunken in. The cause of death was

"emaciation and dehydration," a necropsy found.

According to the statement of facts, Diesel had torn open everything in search of food and

water, including bags of sugar, pillows and garbage bags.

His stomach was empty, with the exception of a couple of fragments of plastic, the courtroom

heard.

The home appeared covered with scratch marks and the living room, kitchen and bedroom

floors were covered with the dog's urine and feces.

Arrested at grocery store

An arrest warrant for Springer was issued in June 2015 after an investigation by the RCMP and

SPCA.

According to western New Brunswick Crime Stoppers, he was arrested on Nov. 12, 2018 in the

parking lot of a Foodland grocery store in Florenceville-Bristol.

RCMP approached him because he and his vehicle matched the descriptions provided a

tipster. When police asked if he was Kyle Springer, he initially said no but later admitted his

identity.

He was released on an undertaking and appeared in court on Jan. 8, 2019, when he pleaded

guilty.

Springer has been in custody since April 9. He was scheduled to be sentenced at that time, but

the judge said he needed more time to review the evidence and victim impact statements.

Crown prosecutor Nathalie Lajoie had recommended a jail sentence of five to six

months, along with a year of supervised probation and a 10-year ban from owning any

animals.



Defence lawyer Peter Hyslop had requested a 90-day sentence, to be served intermittently. He

argued it was Springer's first offence, and the fact he pleaded guilty should be considered a

mitigating factor.

The cruelty to animals charge carries a maximum sentence of 18 months in jail and/or a fine of

up to $10,000.

With files from Shane Fowler

©2019 CBC/Radio-Canada. All rights reserved.

Visitez Radio-Canada.ca

http://www.cbc.radio-canada.ca/
http://ici.radio-canada.ca/


N.B. man sentenced to 1 year behind bars for abandoning,
starving dog to death

By Morganne Campbell
Digital Broadcast Journalist  Global News

WATCH: A judge laid down the law on Thursday as he rendered his decision in an animal
cruelty case he called “disgusting.” Morganne Campbell has the details.

A New Brunswick man has been sentenced to one year behind bars for abandoning and leaving his dog to
starve to death.

“Mr Springer, you failed totally in your obligations not only to the dog but to society in general,” Judge Julian
Dickson stated Thursday, as he handed down Kyle Springer’s sentence in a Woodstock courtroom.

“With all due respect sir, there are no words in the English language that
describe my disgust.”

 
READ MORE: N.B. man who pleaded guilty to starving dog back in custody awaiting sentencing 

The facts of the case are disturbing. A Shepard-mix named Diesel was left in a mobile home with nothing to
eat. A video taken by the landlady who discovered the dog’s body showed a house torn apart and the dog
desperately looking for something to eat.

A necropsy found pieces of fabric and plastic in the dogs stomach, a sign he was desperate for food. The
toilet bowl was bone dry.

WATCH: Sentencing hearing for N.B. man who pleaded guilty to animal cruelty charge

Kyle Springer abandoned Diesel and moved west. He was arrested and charged with animal cruelty when he
returned home for the holidays. Springer pleaded guilty in January.

The case caused public outcry, as hundreds banded together to “give Diesel a voice.”

“Now I feel like crying for Diesel,”explained animal activist Susan Henley.

“It’s the first time I felt there were tears to be shed and they’re tears of
happiness.”

Crime April 18, 2019 12:22 pm Updated: April 18, 2019 2:18 pm

https://globalnews.ca/author/morganne-campbell/
https://globalnews.ca/author/morganne-campbell/
https://globalnews.ca/news/5148260/nb-animal-cruelty-sentencing-hearing/
https://globalnews.ca/crime/


READ MORE: N.B. man faces possible jail term in cruelty death of dog left to starve

It was a packed courtroom as spectators took in the decision that spanned about 30 minutes.

“We can take a breath now. It’s Diesel’s day. That’s right. Hopefully the conviction is a deterrent to anyone
who hurts an animal ever,” added Stephanie Thornton, also an animal activist.

Upon release, Springer will serve one year of probation and is prohibited from owning an animal for three
years.

Get daily Okanagan headlines and alerts

Email Address
Sign up

© 2019 Global News, a division of Corus Entertainment Inc.

https://globalnews.ca/news/4829718/dog-starved-new-brunswick/


New Brunswick

Dog starved to death a�er owner le� it home alone for 2 months

Kyle Springer, 27, was arrested after returning home from Alberta for the holidays

Shane Fowler · CBC News · Posted: Jan 08, 2019 6:21 PM AT | Last Updated: January 8

Kyle Springer, 27, faces jail time for abandoning his dog in a locked home without food for two months. The
dog starved to death before being discovered. (Shane Fowler/CBC)

A 27-year-old New Brunswick man will be sentenced in the spring for leaving his dog to starve

to death in a locked home over the course of two months.

Kyle Springer pleaded guilty to a criminal charge of cruelty to animals in Woodstock, N.B.,

provincial court on Tuesday.

   

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick
https://www.cbc.ca/


The facts of the matter weren't discussed in court, but CBC News was able to verify details of

the case with the people who discovered the remains of dog, named Diesel.

Springer's landlords discovered Diesel in 2015 while attempting to collect overdue rent. His

landlords said Springer did not give them any notice he was leaving the Woodstock-area rental

home, with his dog locked inside without food.

According to Erin McCormick, the daughter of the landlord, the dog's death was due to pure

neglect.

Kyle Springer, 27, has pleaded guilty to leaving his dog, Diesel, to starve to death in a locked rental home
near Woodstock, N.B. (Submitted by Advocates for Animals)



"We had multiple people, numerous of his friends, come to us and tell us that they had asked

him about the dog," she said.

"He had said that the dog was being taken care of by somebody else and living with somebody

else now.

"So, I mean he was directly across the river within five minutes away. He very easily could have

checked in."

Diesel is estimated to have died two or three days before the landlord entered the building.

The home appeared covered with scratch marks where the animal may have been trying to

find food, a video taken by the property owners showed. The video captured the mess inside

the home that was covered with the dog's urine and feces.

Arrest made 2 years later

Court documents show Springer, who's from Hartland, N.B., failed to show up for a court

appearance two years ago, and a warrant for his arrest was issued.   

According to western New Brunswick Crime Stoppers, Springer had moved to Alberta but was

arrested when he returned for the holidays following an anonymous tip.

Springer refused an interview with CBC News, but he snickered as he got into his vehicle after

leaving court where a group of people came to protest the abuse to the dog.

'We want jail time'

Susan Henley of a Fredericton-based animal advocacy group made the hour-long trip west to

show support for the deceased dog and to call for justice.

Diesel died of starvation after being left alone in an apartment for more than two months. His owner Kyle
Springer pleaded guilty in court on Tuesday. 1:07



"People are absolutely horrified that anyone could be so callous, that they would lock a door,

walk away, knowing that an animal is inside and has no way to get out," she said.

She said the group is hoping for a precedent-setting sentencing when Springer returns to court

on April 9. He faces a fine not exceeding $10,000 or up to 18 months in prison, or a

combination of both.

"We want jail time. Jail time is what people should get," she said.

The group has collected more than 44,000 signatures on a petition calling for the maximum

penalty.

Henley said all too often perpetrators receive a small fine and a ban on owning animals —

something, she said, is rarely enforced.

The activists also called on the public to speak up when they encounter animal abuse and push

lawmakers toward stricter legislation.

Susan Henley of a Fredericton-based animal advocates group wants Kyle Springer to receive jail time when
he's sentenced on April 9. (Shane Fowler/CBC)



"Everyone needs to play a part in protecting animals," said Lisa Paulin.

"Your voice is their voice."
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